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Chinese export paintings from the V&A) %

Mrs. Wilson received an MA degree in Art & Archaeology, School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London. She joined the Victoria and Albert Museum in 1994 and is
now Senior Curator in the Asian Department. Her research interests cover Chinese export
paintings, jades, books, imperial robes and the history of Chinese art in Britain. Her recent
research is on Sino-British diplomatic gifts. Through the study of this topic she hopes to
understand Sino-British exchange and diplomatic relationship in the Qing Dynasty. Her recent
publications include From Silk to Porcelain — Stories of British collectors and museums and Souvenir
from Canton — Chinese export paintings from the VEA.
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How did Emperor Qianlong view the “English tributes”

Emperor Qianlong reigned for 60 years, during which time he had received
countless tributes from other countries. Today the academic world is particularly
inferested in the gifts presented to him by the Macartney embassy in 1793.

The Macartney embassy is different from most tribute envoys in that both
countries — China the host and Britain the guest — have left to posterity an abundance
of documents. In China, the First Historical Archives has published Archival material
related to the British envoy Macartney visiting China in 1996, in which there are
nine entries about the gifts. In Britain, the ambassador George Macartney, deputy
ambassador George Staunton, embassy members John Barrow, William Alexander,
James Dinwiddie and Aeneas Anderson had written diaries or memoirs, all of
which have been published. The English East India Company had kept bills for the
gifts, preserved in the British Library today. At present what kind of British articles
were taken to Beijing is clear. What is unclear is whether those British articles have
survived or not.

In recent years the two Palace Museums, in Beijing and Taipei, have gradually
published their holdings of non-Chinese artefacts that were once property of the
Qing court. It is now known that two of the Macartney gifts, a set of prints showing
British cities and people, plus two muskets, are still extant. The former is in the China
First Historical Archives and the latter in the Palace Museum, Beijing. Traditionally
Chinese historic records would not describe in length how Emperor Qianlong
viewed these articles from “the West Ocean”. But the British visitors did, and their
narratives extend to cover important ministers around Qianlong such as Heshen.

Ming Wilson will discuss the English documents in greater detail.

The Conversion of Connoisseurship on the llll|)l‘l‘i:ll Ant il|l|ili(‘s Academic Symposium

SAYOMA

sebprupo ‘ssp|b Buiuing ‘seynquy ‘pup|bug

Bt -

<o S - E2E0hE

gﬁ

30
31



